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N o ve m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
Mary Branca 

 
Dear Quilting Friends, 
 

As we move into the holiday season, I want to thank each of you for being part of our quilting guild. 
Our guild is strongest when we work together, share our talents, support one another, and contribute 
our time and ideas. The support you show our guild in so many ways is truly helping us as we continue 
to right-size our budget. Our proposed 2027 Budget will be presented for your vote at the November 
meeting. I appreciate the questions and comments that you gave me at our October budget 
presentation. 

In February we will do a Budget Actuals presentation and a year in review so we can see what we 
accomplished together in 2026. Let’s continue working together to ensure our guild thrives for years 
to come! 

As the year comes to a close, please also consider making a year-end tax-deductible donation to 
our guild, if you are able. Your generosity helps support our programs, activities, and the future of our 
guild.  Donations can be sent to our Treasurer at our post office box or handed to her in person at our 
meetings. Your donations of any size can also be earmarked for particular programs or activities if you 
desire. That will ensure that your giving goes directly to the program you wish to support or can be 
just to the guild in general to use as needed. We pledge to be good stewards of your generosity.  

Thank you for all you do and for the friendship, creativity, and community you bring to our guild. 
Wishing you a warm and happy Thanksgiving filled with gratitude and, of course, a little time for 
quilting! 
 
Warmly, 
Mary Branca, President 
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F L Y I N G • G E E S E • Q U I L T E R S • G U I L D  

GOOSE TRACKS  
 

Join us at the Stonefire Grill at 4:30 
pm before the Guild meeting, to 
meet our speaker, be with other 
guild members, and relax before 
the meeting. 

n e x t  m e e t i n g  

November 9, 2026 
6:00 pm Social 

6:30 pm Meeting 
In Person | Zoom Provided 
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Program Feature — Next Meeting 
 
 

November 9 — Carolina Oneto 
 

Lecture: The Power of Color Composition by ZOOM 
 
 
In November, we’re delighted to welcome Carolina Oneto on 
Zoom for an inspiring look at The Power of Color Composition. 
 
COLOR  is an important element in art, understanding how to 
use it can be a strong tool to create contrast, balance, focal 
point, and many other important principles when it is time to 
compose your own work. 
 
Carolina is an internationally exhibited modern quilter and 
instructor whose work has appeared at major quilt festivals 
around the world, including QuiltCon, Quilt Week, the Festival 
of Quilts in Birmingham, and the European Carrefour du 
Patchwork. Originally trained as an engineer, she discovered 
quilting while living in Buenos Aires, where she studied with 
renowned Argentinian quilters and began exploring a wide 
range of techniques. Carolina continues to refine her craft 
through ongoing study, including annual classes at QuiltCon and coursework in color theory. Now 
based in Sã o Paulo, she teaches quilting and design through live and on-demand online classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L O C AT I O N  C H A N G E  F O R  N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G !    
The live presentation of this Zoom meeting will be presented at the Guild Meeting - at a new 
location:   

Creekside Learning Center – Room 1 
3387 Barranca Parkway 

Irvine, CA 92606 
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Program Updates — Coming Attractions 
 
 

December 14 — Mary Poppins Sing-along and Bring-a-Friend 
 

December 14, 6 PM 
 
NOTE LOCATION:  Tustin Area Senior Center 

 
Join the Flying Geese Quilters Guild for a delightful evening of singing and 
savoring at our Mary Poppins Sing-along & Potato Bar Holiday Meeting. We’ll 
enjoy a cozy baked potato buffet with all the fixings, followed by a cheerful 
singalong to everyone’s favorite magical nanny. It’s the perfect blend of comfort 
food, community, and creativity—so bring your voice, your appetite, and your 
quilting spirit for a night that’s practically perfect in every way.  

 
Buy a $10 guest ticket to include a non-Guild friend (available at November meeting).  
 
 

More details to follow!  Spit Spot!!  

 
 
 

Sign Up to be a VIG (Very Important Goose) 
 

Start looking ahead to January when we host Edyta Sitar! We will need lots of help holding her 
wonderful quilts at the January meeting! 
 
Contact Ellen Reibling to join VIGs. Tasks will be assigned by comfort level (standing or sitting, etc.) 
so sign up now! 
 
 

November 15 – RSVP for the Fall Sew In Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No charge! Bring some food to share or there are also lots of fast-food options around the corner. 
Bring a board game you like. Bring some favorite music. Feel free to bring a friend. 
 
The Sew-In is an open sew that can accommodate 20 sewing machines and even more with handwork!  
 
Please RSVP at HERE  (or copy 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FlyingGeeseQuiltersGuild/SewInReservation into your browser) to 
help us plan for machines. Contact Julie Layne with questions.  

Sew In Sunday 

An open event to hang out and sew together. 
3:30 PM – 9 PM   Come for as long as you can! 

Irvine Ranch Water District Community Room 
15500 Sand Canyon Ave. 

Irvine, CA 92618 

Our last 
Sew In 

of 2026! 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/FlyingGeeseQuiltersGuild/SewInReservation
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Workshop Updates 
 

Carolina Oneto — November 8 
 
On November 8, 2026, we are happy to have Carolina Oneto 
who will be teaching “Curves and Transparencies.”  Join us for a 
fun and skill-building “technique” workshop where you will 
explore how color, value, and fabric selection work together to 
create striking transparency effects in your quilts.  In this 
workshop, participants will make a mini quilt top designed from 
scratch.  Carolina will introduce key concepts in color theory and 
explore how transparency effects can be created through color 
and fabric choices.  She will also teach how to cut fabric with complex shapes and join curved pieces 
by machine. 
 
You won’t want to miss this workshop--it’s full of new skills and fresh inspiration for your next project! 
 
Carolina is coming to us live from Brazil for this interactive Zoom workshop.  If you’ve never taken a 
Zoom workshop from home, you’ll love how convenient and fun this is! 
 
Workshop Details 
This workshop will be held on Sunday, November 8, 2026, from 10 am to 2:30 pm, and the cost is 
$50.  This is quite a bargain compared to her class at Empty Spools for $1600!   
 
 

January 2027 — Edyta Sitar 
 
In January we’re starting off the new year with a bang by offering a 
workshop with Edyta Sitar!  She’s fun, inspiring and has a magical way of 
turning even tricky techniques into, “Oh! I can totally do that.” 
 
The project for Edyta’s class is her “Winter/Summer Village” table-
runner, available in two color ways.  This is based on her beautiful quilt of 
the same name.  You will love creating these charming house blocks in this 
fun and informative class.  Students will make a total of three houses in 
class and learn the technique to finish an entire village.  
 
There is a mandatory kit fee of $60 payable at the time of sign-ups.  
This includes fabric for the table runner, binding, backing and a pattern for 
the table runner.  You will receive your kit at the workshop.  So there is no 
pre-preparation.  Edyta will guide us through her techniques for cutting, 
piecing, trimming, pressing and the finishing touches for your quilt.  At the 
time of sign-ups, please indicate if you would like the Summer or Winter 
kit.  Edyta will also have kits for the whole quilt available in person for a 
$20 discount. 
 
Workshop Details 
The class will be held on Sunday, January 10, 2027, at the Cypress Park 
Community Center, 255 Visions, Irvine, CA 92620, from 10am to 4pm.  The cost of the class is $60. 
 
Sign up for the workshop by contacting Gail Larderuccio by email, text or in person at the November  
guild meeting. 
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Featured Guild Events 
 

2027 Quilt Challenge 
 
 

IT’S TIME FOR OUR NEXT GUILD CHALLENGE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s right, we are starting our next challenge and here is a wealth of information about it! 
 
THEME: The theme of our challenge is “Mothers of Nature: Inspired by Nature, Stitched with Love.” We 
are looking for quilts that depict a “critter” as a mother with its’ young. We love the idea of Motherly Love 
as shown in the Animal Kingdom and we are looking for quilts that depict this. Also, since the challenge 
quilts will be shown in May of 2027, it is a way to honor Mother’s Day! 
 
IDEAS: We also like this theme because there are many readily available patterns that depict Mother 
animals with their young. In fact, Trudy Cleveland has a Pinterest page that shows many of these and they 
can be used by anyone as a pattern or source of inspiration. This page is found by going to this Pinterest 
Page: Username: @tclevelandrdh, Board: Challenge Motherly Love 
 
IT’S EASY TO PARTICIPATE: This challenge is ideal for anyone! It doesn’t matter if you are a piecer or an 
appliquer or an art quilter, there are plenty of readily available patterns and images that can be used for 
the quilt. We chose this theme partly in the hope that it would inspire more members to participate. 
 
We also have three challenge fabrics that coordinate well, no specialty fabrics required and no 
embellishments required.  
 

• What is required? Requirements are listed below: 
o Guild Member and bought a packet for $15 
o Use the 3 challenge fabrics in the top, minimum 1 inch square, not in binding 
o Can use reverse side of fabric 
o One or more flying geese units on top, in fabric, not just in stitching 
o At least one fabric heart and it must be pieced or appliqued on top 
o Sleeve, label 

 
How big does it have to be? For the first time we have 2 different size requirements, one size for quilts to 
be considered for AQS ULTIMATE GUILD CHALLENGE (UGC) ENTRY, and one size for quilts that don’t care if 
they are in the UGC. 
 
The reason for the 2 sizes:  AQS has changed the UGC requirements so that all quilts submitted by a guild 
need to be the same size and same orientation (landscape or portrait) 
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Featured Guild Events — Continued 
 
 

2027 Quilt Challenge 
 
 
Here are the 2 size requirements: 
 

1. non–UGC quilts have the same requirements as always, width 30” to 60”, length 30” to 60”. 
2. UGC quilts – 32” X 40”, LANDSCAPE ORIENTATION 

 
These are the additional requirements for UGC entries: 

o Pay for cost of shipping if their quilt is selected, est $30 to $50 
o We can photograph your quilt before the big reveal and results of judging – timing of entry to 

AQS show 
o Also, for selection of quilts to represent the guild at the AQS UGC, we will be looking for a 

single central depiction of a mother animal with its’ young. We will not be considering quilts 
made with several blocks.  

 
JUDGING? The quilts will be professionally judged for awards. 
 
WHEN IS IT DUE?  
 
April 12 Guild Meeting - quilt and entry forms are due, no time extensions because we have a  tight 
schedule for judging and AQS entry 
 
May 10 Guild Meeting – Present the quilts!  
 
ARE YOU INSPIRED? IF YOU DON’T USUALLY PARTICIPATE IN CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO DO 
THIS ONE! PACKETS ARE FOR SALE, ONLY $15, LIMITED SUPPLY! 
 
QUESTIONS? Please ask anyone on the Challenge Committee:  

• Eileen Wintemute, ewintemute@gmail.com 

• Trudy Cleveland, tclevelandrdh@gmail.com 

• Kathleen Quinn, kquinn2166@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ewintemute@gmail.com
mailto:tclevelandrdh@gmail.com
mailto:kquinn2166@gmail.com
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Featured Guild Events — Continued 
 
 

2026 Auction Roundup 
Sue Glass 
 
 
Gratitude for Our Guild Community 

Thanks to everyone who donated a quilt or boutique item or basket, and thanks to all of you who 
helped before and during the auction.  It takes a good-sized group to make that event run, so I 
really appreciate everyone who showed up, signed up, and donated. 

 
Here are some facts & figures for you 

Our live auction featured 40 beautiful items.  We had several really nice quilts for children that 
came with books, several table runners including one with witches on roller skates, and wall 
hangings as well as larger quilts of all sizes.  The silent auction of baskets featured 25 beautiful and 
stuffed full baskets, all of which went home with their happy owners.  The boutique had lots of 
items to take home for gifts, as well as a good number of quilts for the buy it now sale.  
 
We had a great turnout with 157 paid admissions which is a big increase from previous auctions.  
As most of you know, Tom Stevens set up a new public Facebook page and posted most every day. 
This really helped spread the word about the auction.  Thanks, Tom.  I hope more members will 
join the public page so that our publicity for upcoming events like next year’s quilt show can grow.  
 
Our booth at the Bowers quilt day was also a big boost – it helped spread the word about our 
auction and also gave us a great opportunity to sell boutique and Buy-It-Now items. The income 
from sales at Bowers Day was over $1,000 and is not included in the profit from the auction itself. 
 
After our expenses were paid, our profit from this event was $16,407.36, which is a wonderful 
amount and a testament to the total guild effort. 

 
Looking Ahead 

Suggestions for improvement are always welcome.  Mary Branca and Cindy Hinds have already 
volunteered to chair the 2028 auction and would welcome your comments. 
 
That’s it for the 2026 auction.  I hope that when the 2027 quilt show chair (Jennifer Rowe) comes 
asking for volunteers, you will all lend a hand.  Thanks again to everyone who donated a quilt 
and/or worked at the auction.  

 
Sue 
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Featured Advertiser 
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Featured Advertiser — Continued 
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Featured Advertiser — Continued 
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FGQG Advertisers 
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FGQG Advertisers 
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FGQG Advertisers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S u p p o r t  T h o s e  
W h o  S u p p o r t  U s  

 

Please try to shop or do business 
with the Guild’s advertisers.  When 

you do, let them know you are a 
Flying Geese Guild member so that 
they know their advertising dollars 

are well spent. 
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FGQG Advertisers 
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Last Meeting Highlights 
 
 

Monthly Creation 
Katie LeFlore 
 

 
Talk about luck!  After winning the vintage sewing 
machine, Sandy Sutton won both of the beautiful 
wool wall hangings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoom Update 
Trudy Cleveland 
 
At our October meeting, 20 members joined us via Zoom! We’ve heard from many members how much 
they appreciate having this option when they’re unable to attend in person. 
 
Zoom not only makes our meetings more accessible but also opens the door to speakers from around 
the world! 
 
In November, we’re delighted to welcome Carolina Oneto, who will be presenting to us via Zoom. 
Members can enjoy her presentation together at our meeting or from the comfort of home. 
 
Our November meeting will be held at a different venue, which may bring a few unique challenges. But 
as quilters, we’re creative, resourceful, and accustomed to making things work! 
 
Whether you join us in person or virtually, we look forward to another wonderful meeting filled with 
inspiration, learning, and friendship. 

Congratulations, Sandy! 
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The Goose’s Toolbox 
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Membership & Birthdays 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to our November Flying Geese! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Enjoy every moment of your birthday ~  
 
 
 
 
 

Please Welcome our New Member  
 
 

Amy Jan Frater 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Little Quilting Humor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Caren Ferrera 

Kathy Hartmann 

Frances McGuinn 

Sonja Sellers 

Eileen Wintemute 

 

October Meeting Attendance 

 Members  57 

 Guests 3 

 Zoom 20 

 Total 80 
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Show & Tell 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathleen Quinn - Gettysburg Stars  -   
 
I received the pattern and a variety of 
reproduction fabrics to make this quilt.  
Memories of families spending with cousins 
on the tour.  Quilted by Trudy Cleveland. 

Suzanne Ward - Seatbelt Cosmetic Duo –  
 
Made from Seatbelts (like in your car).  Easy 
to sew on domestic machine.  I'm teaching a 
class on October 20th at Julie's studio, 
Curiosity Quilt Studio. 

Bretta Gunther - Pillow for Grandkids. 

Kathleen Quinn - Stars & Stripes   
 
I took Arlene Arnold's workshop with 
O.C.Q.G.  The final borders were the biggest 
challenge.  Quilted by Tom Stevens. 
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Show & Tell — Continued 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dorothy Bullard - Halloween Catwalk 
 
I bought the pattern a year ago and finished 
it in time for Halloween this year. 

Carol Moore - Not So Scary Halloween 
Banner  
 
This banner is a flannel panel.  It will hang 
in my school library. 

Lori Maze - Minki Kim Workshop - 3 sizes 
of Zip pouches 
 
These are great bags and it was fun learning 
a new way to make flying geese panels.  It 
was hard at first, but with a little practice it 
turned out great! 

Carol Moore - Love You to the Moon and Back   
 
This quilt is for my expected grandson.  I 
wanted it large enough for baby and family 
tummy time.  It will be given at the shower in 
2 weeks. 
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Virtual Sew-Ins via Zoom 
 
 
Join us at our Zoom Sew Ins - we want to meet you and have you meet us.  You don’t have to stay for 
the entire time, just pop in and say “hello.”  Our guild meetings are jam packed and don’t offer much 
time for socializing, so this is a wonderful opportunity to get to know each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flying Geese Quilt Guild continues to have “sew-in” Zoom meetings.  Members sign on for whatever 
length of time their schedules allow.  We sew, iron, and chat while we get to know each other. 
 
We ask questions and often another quilter has an answer.  We share about new tools and/or gadgets 
we just had to buy.  Of course, we show our fabric purchases, too.  It’s really a fun-filled time.   
 
We’d love to see you! 
If you have questions, please call or email Mary Howland.  She will host these meetings. 
 

 
 
 
 

Please note:   
 
The Friday Zoom session does not have as much participation as the Monday 
morning session. During the summer, attendance dropped, so if no one had logged 
on by 8:00 p.m., I would sign off. 
 
As we move into the cooler, and hopefully wetter months, we may see more 
members joining us. Please join us whenever it works with your schedule. We'll be 
glad to see you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mondays from 9 a.m. - 12 noon 

November 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30 

December 7, 14, 21, & 28 

Fridays from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

November 13 & 27 

December 11 & 18 (a week early) 

December 31st - Gala New Year’s Eve celebration 



 

November 2026 Flying Geese Quilters Guild Page 21 

Philanthropy 
Mary Howland 
 
 
I had a difficult time thinking of a topic to talk about this month until I thought back to Friday when 
the fires in San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano, and Camp Pendleton were taking place.  That day, I was 
getting ready to leave for Santa Ana to kitty-sit a friend’s cat.  As I was deciding what clothes to take 
and other things, I became concerned about the fires and whether they would travel north to Irvine. A 
few years ago, I had to evacuate when there was a fire in Irvine - it was scary and other than my 
sewing machine and medications I wasn’t sure what to take to a friend’s house. When I got home, I 
made a couple of emergency lists and taped them inside a kitchen cupboard door, so I’d be better 
prepared next time. On Friday, I re-read them — and realized they weren’t very helpful. 
 
I realized that I had changed in the years since the evacuation, and my thoughts were no longer the 
same as they were back then.  I have renters insurance, so I know there would be some coverage if a 
fire occurred in my apartment. But as I was walking through my home, I realized there was no way I 
could replace everything I own.  That was a sobering thought, especially since I looked around and saw 
how much fabric, tools, and other sewing supplies I have.  I realized that even if you gave me a day - a 
full 24-hour day - I don’t think I could load up all of my sewing things into my car. Well, I think that’s 
obvious that not everything would fit in my car. I think it would take several cars.  In a real emergency 
I would need other things than fabric, rulers, etc.  So, what did I learn from this?  I need to review my 
emergency lists and update them.  Then I realized that this was another reminder to downsize - give 
away things including my fabric stash, books, patterns, and sewing items which I wouldn’t be able to 
use within a reasonable time.  On that note I will close, but I give you permission to ask me monthly, 
“Have I been able to give away items so someone else could use these things now?” 
 
Thank you to all of our members who have made holiday placemats. This coming month is the final 
opportunity to donate placemats for use in the upcoming holiday season. Of course, if we receive more 
than we need, we’ll simply hold the extras for next year. So if you have kits at home that you won’t be 
able to finish this month, please complete them when you can and bring them back once they’re done. 
Thank you, as well, to all of our members who have sewn the many other items we donate each month. 
 
Our next sewing day is Wednesday, November 18 at our new location at Jeanne Stone‘s clubhouse in 
Irvine. We will be there from 10am until 2pm.  Please come and join us. You may bring your sewing 
machine and work on a project with us or come and be someone’s helper and iron for them. One of the 
benefits of coming to the Sew Day is that you will get to see all of the quilts and other items that have 
been donated. You can see them up close and not have to wait until the newsletter is published. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions for our philanthropy, please contact Cheri Carey-Whitman.  
When you return items, please remember to enter your name in our monthly drawing for a $10 gift 
card. The drawing is held at the end of the Sew Day so if you have entered the drawing at the Guild 
meeting, your name could be drawn.  The winner of our $10 gift certificate for October is Julie Layne.  
Congratulations! 
 
I wish I could think of another way to say thank you to each and every person who helps with our 
philanthropy projects each month. Please know that all of your efforts are appreciated by the 
members of the team, our guild and by the lucky recipients of these items when they are given out by 
our participating organizations. 
 
I hope to see you at our sewing day and at our monthly guild meeting. Have a good month and enjoy 
on whatever you are sewing. 
 
Mary Howland 

Happy 
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Philanthropy — Items Donated This Month 
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Philanthropy — Items Donated This Month 
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Philanthropy — Items Donated This Month 
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Philanthropy — Items Donated This Month 
 
 

Say “quilt!” 
(or “stitch!” / “fabric!” / “seam!”) 
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Quilty Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Road to California Quilters Conference & Showcase 

Major west coast quilt show: judged quilts, vendor mall, workshops. 

Location:  Ontario, CA, USA 

Date:  Jan 21–24, 2026 

Website:  Road to California 

https://online.roadtocalifornia.com/
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Our Next Meeting 
 
 

November 9, 2026 
6 pm Social 

6:30 pm Meeting 
In Person | Zoom Provided 

Meeting Location 
Creekside Education Center, Room 1 

3387 Barranca Parkway 
Irvine, CA  92606 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow Us    Contact Us  

 

 
flying-geese.org/ 

 

 

 
newsletter@flying-geese.org 

 

 
OC Flying Geese Quilting Guild 

   

 
Flying Geese Quilters Guild is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to promoting the art of quilting.  Goose Tracks is a 
monthly publication of the Flying Geese Quilters Guild.  Deadline for newsletter submission is Friday after the second Monday of 
each month.  Articles in the newsletter may be reprinted if proper credit is given.  Copyrighted artwork may not be reprinted 
without the permission of the artist.  Website: http://www.flying-geese.org/. 

Please Note: 
School rules allow only bottled 

water in the Multi-purpose room. 
Food and other drinks are not 

allowed. 
•  Come to the meeting 

•  Check in at the Membership Desk 

•  Wear your Name Tag 

•  Introduce yourself to someone new 

•  Carpool with a friend 

•  Bring Show & Tell projects to share 

•  Sign up for a Workshop 

•  Volunteer 

Please be kind to those 
sensitive to perfumes, and 
refrain from wearing your 

fragrances to the Guild meeting. 
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